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Ministers had work for him. The ruine of his reign, and
of all his affairs, was occasioned chiefly by his delivering
himself up at his first coming over to a mad range of
pleasure.
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By  B U R N E T.

Thus lived and died King Charles the second. He was
the greatest instance in history of the various revolutions
of which any one man seemed capable. He was bred up,
the first twelve years of his life, with the splendor that I0
became the heir of so great a Crown. After that he past
thro' eighteen years in great inequalities, unhappy in the
war, in the loss of his Father, and of the Crown of England.
Scotland did not only receive him, tho' upon terms hard of
digestion, but made an attempt upon England for him,
tho' a feeble one. He lost the battle of Worcester with
too much indifference : And then he shewed more care
of his person, than became one who had so much at stake.
He wandered about England for ten weeks after that,
hiding from place to place. But, under all the apprehen- 20
sions he had then upon him, he shewed a temper so care-
less, and so much turned to levity, that he was then divert-
ing himself with little houshold sports, in as unconcerned
a manner, as if he had made no loss, and had been in no
danger at all. He got at last out of England. But he had
been obliged to so many, who had been faithful to him,
and careful of him, that he seemed afterwards to resolve
to make an equal return to them all: And finding it not
easy to reward them all as they deserved, he forgot them